
LWV United States
Convention 2002

Report By Amelia Koch

H
ello from sunny Florida, well not quite since Florida

is getting some much needed rain, but it’s lovely 

here all the same. LWVN was eligible to send three

delegates this year so Priscilla Leith, Andrea Kozinetz-Holtz

and I are here enjoying ourselves along with delegates from

all 50 states. Convention began on Friday with leadership

training where we networked with other League members

while learning about our own leadership styles.

Major items to be decided at convention include which

program items will be studied over the next two years, 

the budget for the next fiscal year, and related to that, any 

per-member-payment (PMP) increase to be requested of the

membership. There are also caucuses on issues that members

would like to interest others in supporting and workshops on

key League issues such as membership, fundraising, media,

web sites and much more.

It looks like the major study next year will be on presi-

dential elections because it received the most support in

National Program Planning. The LWV-U.S. budget is very

tight next year due to personnel turnover in fundraising. 

A new director has been hired so look for interesting initia-

tives over the coming year. Due to the tight budget, an

increase in the PMP, of $1 will be requested. In addition if

we want to fund the study on elections delegates will need to

vote a $1.35 temporary increase. 
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Relationship
Violence

by Susan Neisuler

T
he Relationship Action Violence Committee (RVAC)

is a committee organized and chaired by the Newton

Police Department (Lieutenant Paul Anastasia), and

co-chaired by the Newton Human Rights Commission 

(Jana Sax). 

The participating members of the Committee change

from time to time but usually include: Newton Council on

Aging, Committee for Battered Women, Probation Officers

from the Newton District Court, Youth Outreach workers

(Newton Human Services), Newton Public Schools Health

Education Coordinator, Newton High School counselors/

social workers, two coordinators of Jewish Family and

Children’s Services Domestic Violence Program (one

American, one Russian) and a representative from the

Second Step, Inc., a battered woman’s shelter. I sit on the

Committee as the representative of the League, and as the

“community representative.”

The Committee is planning an important Forum, to be

held October 17, 2002 at the Newton Senior Center.

Principle speakers will be Martha Coakley, Middlesex

County District Attorney, Judy Beals, Executive Director of

Jane Doe, Inc., and a Newton resident who is herself a 

survivor. 

Panelists will include Lori Murphy, Coordinator for the

Support Committee for Battered Woman, who will address

teen violence, Sondra Rodolfsky, an expert on perpetrators,

Nicole Lesser from Jewish Family and Children’s Services

who will address cultural issues in domestic violence, and

Lisa Tieszen, the Director of Safe Transitions for Beth Israel

Deaconess who will talk about elder abuse. All panelists will

be available to answer questions. There will also be a table

of resource materials.

Mark the date - October 17, 2002 - so as not to
miss this enlightening and informative event.
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S
omehow I thought that beginning a new League year would be easier the

second time around. After all, last time I was excited but pretty clueless

about what this commitment would mean to me and to my family. I wor-

ried about all the League “things” that I didn’t know. Exactly what does the

League mean by “program,” and when are Council, Convention, and

Conference? I worried about filling the shoes of the last president. After all, Deb

Crossley had done such a strong job as President and seemed so self assured and

knowledgeable about League process and about Newton. Most of all I worried

that the baton of this great organization had been passed to me and I was wor-

ried that somehow things would go wrong.

Well phew! I made it and so did the League and I learned that I have a lot of

company in caring about the League. Now that I have last year under my belt and

have seen two great campaigns for the CPA and the override; now that I have

seen substantial membership growth with the possibility of more for this coming

year; now that I know that I have many returning board members and some new

ones with great potential; why should I worry? I guess I have to acknowledge it

must be in my nature. 

There are different kinds of worrying and not all of them are bad. Worrying

sometimes alerts me that I’m too busy and am not getting to something I should

be. Sometimes worry is telling me I need to ask for help. Sometimes worry is

telling me I shouldn’t do something! And sometimes I just need to tell my wor-

ries to be quiet cause I’m gonna do it anyway. 

So thank you all for all you did last year and all you will do for the League in

the coming year. As the year goes on and we get into the swing of things I know

I’ll worry less and remember the joy, but right now there’s just too much to do.

LWVN Officers and

Directors 2002-2003

O f f i c e r s

President Amelia Koch 617244-2647

Vice President Bonnie Carter 617969-0686

Almost a VP Pat Acton 617965-5572

Treasurer/ Andrea Kozinetz- 617964-6490
Education Holtz

Recording Robin Maltz 617969-9329
Secretary

Corresponding Jodi Klein 617244-4767
Secretary

D i r e c t o r s

Land Use Anita Capeless 617969-9483
Transportation

Deb Crossley Local Action 617244-7597

Unit Meetings Rose Davis 617244-9502

Environment Ann Dorfman 617244-9321

Voters’ Service Ann Grantham 617964-0333

Unit Meetings Ruth Neiberg 617965-5572

Membership Elaine Reisman 617244-6439

Election Susan Rosenbaum 617332-0306
Reform

Legislation/ Janet Stearns 617559-9987
NewTV

Fundraising Ben Weisbuch 617527-3262

N e w s l e t t e r  
President Amelia Koch 617244-2647

Editor Andrea Kelley 617964-4609

Committee Members

Liz Lieberman 617244-4402

Linda Morrison 617332-6539

The LWVN Newsletter is published nine times
per year. The League of Women Voters is a
nonpartisan political organization open to all
citizens of voting age. For more information
about the League of Women Voters, call 
617-964-0014.

PO Box 610207
Newton, MA 02461

617-964-0014 
www.tiac.net/users/unnewton/LWV

P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e

“What? …me worry?”

LWVUS Convention 2002
The networking possibilities here are endless. Around every corner is a

League with a great idea willing to share materials and details. The League
seems full of creative, energetic people finding endless ways to make a differ-
ence. From the Clermont League I have a copy of a small membership brochure
that members can carry easily in their pocket. Another League described a
monthly column they write in their local paper called “Nobody told me that”.
Another took my card and is sending me a copy of their study on the effect of
later start times for high school and junior high school students.

Thank you all for the terrific opportunity of attending Convention. 
Please feel free to contact me with any questions.

Continued from page 1
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Curriculum Standards

The League supports…
• Statewide curriculum standards for all public schools that are challenging, age-appropriate and developed

through a process that includes participation by classroom teachers, educators from all levels, business people,
and recognized experts in the given field of study.

• The establishment of a regular process of review and revision. Such a process should allow for feedback to and
from teachers and the community to be made in a timely and orderly manner. Once accepted by the State Board
of Education, standards should be allowed to remain in place long enough to allow for consistency and conti-
nuity of classroom instruction.

• Standards that recognize different levels of student ability.

• The principle that curriculum standards allow for flexibility and enhance the ability of individual teachers to
choose the approach best suited to the needs of their students. The standards should not bar individual school
districts from introducing additional material not specifically covered under the curriculum standards. Care
must be taken to see that standards remain as broad guidelines rather than specific instructional outlines.

• The right of individual school districts to be able to set higher (but not lower) standards than those set by the
state.

The League opposes…
• The introduction of statewide mandated textbooks or other materials.

Assessment

The League supports…
• The use of a state designated test (such as the MCAS in use in 2002) that is based on the approved curriculum

standards, as an important tool for measuring progress. Such a test should not be the sole instrument of stu-
dent assessment.

• The right of individual school districts to be able to use such additional methods of assessment as are favored
by the community and are appropriate to the student body. These may include nationally distributed tests, port-
folios of student work, and the results of course exams and other forms of assessment as are normally given by
teachers.

• The development of assessment measures which might be more appropriate to students who attend vocation-
al or other specialized school programs.

The Leagues opposes…
• Exempting such students from meeting at least the minimum curriculum standard.

Graduation Requirements

The League supports…
• The requirement that in order to graduate from high school all students must demonstrate the ability to meet

minimum state curriculum standards.

• Multiple criteria for graduation including a passing score on a state designated test or a validated alternative,

L E A G U E O F W O M E N V O T E R S O F M A S S A C H U S E T T S P R O G R A M &  A C T I O N

Education Reform 
Consensus Report

The League of Women Voters of Massachusetts believes that all students have an equal right to education.
The League further recognizes that an educated citizenry is a vital component of a democratic society and an
invaluable tool of a thriving economy. Statewide curriculum standards benefit the students of the
Commonwealth by providing a common basis of instruction for all students no matter where they live and
greatly reduce the negative impact on those students whose place of residence changes during their school
years. Well-crafted standards should challenge and raise academic performance of all students while taking
into account differences in ability and learning styles.

Continued on page 8



Committees - in - Action

E d u c a t i o n
Focus Increasing high school enrollments, 

school financing, testing & standards

Members Nancy Crowley Anne Larner

Deborah Hirsch Robin Maltz

Andrea Kelley Beth Wilkinson

Andrea Kozinetz

Contact Beverly Spencer 617965-6365

Board Liaison

H u m a n  R i g h t s
Focus League outreach, relevance and 

support for the human rights of 
Newton’s diverse populations

Members Joan Bates Ruth Nemzoff

Marion Cowan Holly Gunner

Anne Larner

Contact Holly Gunner, Chair 617964-0767

L a n d  U s e / Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n
Focus Interrelationship between land use 

and transportation and its effects on 
Newton & surrounding communities

Members AnnaMaria Abernathy

Anita Capeless

Carol Ann Shea

Susie Heyman

Contact Anita Capeless 617969-9483

L o c a l  A c t i o n
Focus Various local issues

Members In formation - all welcome

Contact Carol Ann Shea 617969-2121

Deb Crossley 617244-7597

Co-chairs

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  T r a d e
Focus Study existing U.S. trade policies, 

and problems arising from a global 
economy

Members Priscilla Leith

Fran Seasholes 

Mary Huse

Linda Morrison

Contact Priscilla Leith 617969-6837

N o m i n a t i n g  C o m m i t t e e
Barbara Sydney, Chair 617332-2160

N e w s l e t t e r  
Members Jane Leighton Liz Lieberman

Linda Morrison

Contact Andrea Kelley 617964-4609

You may call committee contact or a Board 

officer or director to learn more about current

committee work. All are welcome to participate.
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W
e are writing this as we return from a busy and energizing LWVUS
Convention in Miami. Three members of the state board and repre-
sentatives of 14 local Leagues in Massachusetts went to plenary 

sessions, workshops, and caucuses, shared ideas with League members from
other states, and enjoyed each others’ company.

The main business of Convention – adopting program, adopting a budget,
and electing officers, directors, and a nominating committee for the next 
biennium – generated heated discussions at caucuses, at the Plenary Sessions, and
in the halls of the hotel.

In the end, the slate proposed by the Nominating Committee was elected, all
current LWVUS program positions were readopted, two updates – election of
the president (2002-2003) and apportionment (2003-2004) were adopted, 
and the budget proposed by the Budget Committee was also adopted. And, as a
component of the sometimes heated budget discussion, the delegates voted to
support an increase in PMP to $24.35 for the 2002-2003 year and then a reduc-
tion to $23 for the year 2003-2004. The permanent $2 increase is for operating
expenses and the $1.35 for the first year is to cover the cost of the first update.

Happy summer.

Nancy Carapezza
Dona Kemp

Convention Report From 

Presidents of LWWM

Samru Erkut
367 Lowell Ave.

Newtonville 02460
617-964-2684

Mary Goldring
30 Vista Ave.

Auburndale 02466
617-965-5742

Marian Harel
24 Jane Road

Newton 02459
mharel@massmed.org

Ted and Anne Hess-
Mahan

871 Watertown St.
West Newton 02465

617-796-9925

Marla Hoffman
10 Brandeis Circle

Newton Center 02459
617-332-0332

Louise Kittredge
5 Harrington St.

Newtonville 02460
617-965-4254

Beth Lowd
38 Hobart Road

Newton Center 02459
617-332-1978

blowd@mindspring.com

Mary Remensnyder
321 Hammond St.

Chestnut Hill 02467
617-566-2385

Ruth Segal
280 Newtonville Ave.

Apt.220
Newtonville 02460

617-558-5298

Cynthia Simon
99 Hyde St.

Newton 02461
617-244-4956

Verne Vance
101 Old Orchard Rd.

Newton 02467
617-232-5494

New Members
We welcome the following new members to the 

Newton League of Women Voters. 
Please be sure to add them to your Directory.



Name

Address

Telephone Email

Membership Application

■■■■ I would like to join the League of Women 
voters of Newton. Enclosed is my check 
for $50 payable to LWVN.

■■■■ Lifetime membership $1000

■■■■ I would like to receive materials about the League.

■■■■ I would like to be contacted by a League member
to talk about LWVN.

Mail this form (and your check, if joining) to: 
Andrea Kozinetz Holtz at 8 Stoney Brae Road,
Newton Highlands, MA 02461
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L E A G U E O F W O M E N V O T E R S O F M A S S A C H U S E T T S

(617) 523-2999 • FAX (617) 248-0881 • lwvma@ma.lwv.org

Wanted
An editor for the Massachusetts Voter, The League’s statewide publication. Five issues yearly. You will gain valuable politi-

cal and editorial skills. Please contact Alix Driscoll, Editor, driscoj@mdc.net.

Wanted
An editor for The Boston Globe Voters Guide. This several page publication, printed in late October, includes the answers

to League questions for candidates for the Legislature, statewide offices and Congress plus information on the voting process.
The editor for the League works with a member of the Globe staff. Please contact Trudi Ide, Citizen Education Co-Vice
President, tideone@attbi.com.

Local Leagues Receive Membership Awards
At LWVM’s Council 2002, three local Leagues were recognized for their outstanding membership growth during 2001. The

LWV of Weymouth grew from eight to 14 members; the LWV of Harvard grew from 42 to 59 members; and the LWV of
Newton grew from 192 to 225 total members, including an increase in locally-recruited and locally-renewed members of 42.
Congratulations to all of these Leagues and their hard-working Membership Chairs and Presidents!

Election 2002
During the summer, the state office will be contacting candidates for state and federal offices asking them to participate in

the DemocracyNet Website (www.dnet.org/ma) and in the Voters Guide to be published as a special section in The Boston
Globe on October 29th. If your League has contact with candidates, please tell them to watch for our letters and to be sure
to take advantage of these opportunities to get their message to the voters.

Also, please send the state League office (617-523-2999 or lwvma@ma.lwv.org or by fax 617-248-0881) information about
candidates debates in your area (dates, locations, times, contact information). We will post these on the DemocracyNet
Website, and we will have the information available when people call the state office inquiring about candidates debates in
their community.

Online Student Essay Contest
The winning essays are posted on our website www.ma.lwv.org.

Phonathon
There are benefits to having a Phonathon session in your community in the fall. There is a memo in this mailing that

explains the site requirements and the support the state League will give you.

Council 2002 - Speech by Justice Sosman
Copies of Associate Justice Sosman’s speech on the independence of the Massachusetts judiciary, which she gave at 

Council 2002, are available in the office. Please let the office know if you would like a copy.

Fall Conference
Mark your calendar for Fall Conference on October 5th. The morning session will include a panel discussion on the Free

Airtime Campaign. In the afternoon there will be a wide array of workshops. Use this day as an opportunity to introduce your
newer members to the state League and to introduce non-members to the League. 
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Custom 
Renovations 
& Additions
New Homes

PO Box 620301
Newton Lower Falls, MA 02462
617-964-5964 Phone
781-659-6586 Fax

General
Contractors

JOHN T. BURNS
INSURANCE

AGENCY, INC.

8 0 3  W a s h i n g t o n  S t r e e t
N e w t o n v i l l e

6 1 7 - 3 3 2 - 1 8 4 0

For all 
your 

banking
needs.

Treat Yourself to a Beautiful
Smile with State-of-the-Art
In-Office Teeth Whitening

KICKSPACE INC.
Cabinetry and Complements For Any Space

Kaya Cinar, Owner
225 California Street
Newton, MA 02458

(617) 527-8788
(617) 527-7780 Fax

843 Beacon Street
Newton Centre, MA 02459

(617) 964-4940
Fax (617) 965-4866

PRISCILLA M.
LEITH, MBA

162 Islington Road
Newton, MA 02466

617.969.6837
•

AC C O U N T I N G A N D

IN C O M E TAX

SE RV I C E S

for Individuals and 
Non-Profit Organizations

Free Consults by Appointment

232 Boylston Street, Chestnut Hill, MA 02467

Tel (617) 969-8558 Fax (617) 969-7172

Linda E. Bottary
Branch Manager

Fleet
Newton Highlands Office
1160 Walnut Street
Newton, Massachusetts 02461
617-964-2756 Fax: 617-964-8704
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1 - 8 0 0 - R I N G - R C N
W W W . R C N . C O M

W H Y N O T Y O U R P H O N E , C A B L E A N D I N T E R N E T S E R V I C E ?

A  B E T T E R  C H O I C E  I N  P H O N E ,  

C A B L E  A N D  I N T E R N E T  S E R V I C E .

NEPONSET VALLEY SURVEY ASSOCIATES, INC.
Land Surveyors & Civil Engineers

Phone: 617-472-4867
Fax: 617-472-2682
Beeper: 781-649-0664

95 White Street 
Quincy, MA 02169

Stephen P. DesRoche, P.L.S.
President

Commercial Printing

Direct Mail•Brochures • Newsletters•Publications

sales@vangraph.com 617.796.9900

Paul Eldrenkamp
617 527-7871
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J u n e
12 Newsletter Deadline

14-18 National Convention

26 Board Meeting

J u l y  
17 Working Board/Newsletter Deadline

31 Board Meeting @ Jodi Klein’s

A u g u s t
7 Working Board

S e p t e m b e r
4 Working Board

11 Newsletter Deadline

25 Board Meeting @ Rose Davis’ 

O c t o b e r
Harvest Fair, Phonathon

5 State League Fall Conference, 
All day @ Minuteman Vocational Ed
School, Lexington

16 Working Board/Newsletter Deadline

17 Relationship Violence Forum, at the
Newton Senior Center 

30 Board Meeting @ Sue Rosenbaum’s

N o v e m b e r
5 Election Day

6 Working Board

13 Newsletter Deadline

20 Board Meeting @ Ann Grantham’s

LWVN CALENDAR

League of Women Voters of Newton Non-Profit
US Postage

PAID
Boston, MA

Permit No. 54,686

PO Box 610207
Newton, MA 02461
617-964-0014 
www.tiac.net/users/unnewton/LWV

satisfactory completion of course requirements, and any other graduation require-
ments that are determined by the local district and approved by the Department of
Education.

• That alternative methods for determining that students meet minimum state stan-
dards for graduation should be available as a substitute for passing the state test.

• The awarding of appropriate forms of certification to students who may, due to
severe disability, be incapable of passing the state test. Such certification should
reflect the student’s other achievements such as attendance, and progress toward
goals.

Assistance

The League supports…
• Measures to aid students and districts that have difficulty in meeting state standards.

- Such measures must include early intervention and remediation for students
who appear to be in danger of failing state tests and help for teachers and 
districts in meeting the needs of such students.

- Students should be allowed reasonable opportunities to retake exams. A process
of appeal to the State should be implemented for students who fail the state test
(currently the MCAS) but whose test scores or demonstrated abilities appear to
be on the borderline.

- State supported on-line help for students should be continued and other avenues
explored. The League recognizes that it is the responsibility of students and 
parents to take advantage of the help being offered.

• Adequate funding and expertise from the State to all
districts to aid in the above measures. Such funding
should be based on the demonstrated needs of those
districts and should not be subtracted from such state
aid as might be due the district for other needs.

The League opposes…
• Any effort to use test results as a punitive measure

against individual school districts, students, or teachers.
The emphasis should be on encouraging and facilitat-
ing success.

• Any measure that might encourage poorly performing
students to leave school before graduation. 

The Ed Reform Committee:

Julie Altshuler, Co-Chair 

Louise Haldeman, Co-Chair 

Bea Auty 

Marjorie Daggett

Louise Haldeman

Carol Liff 

Carolyn Lumenello

Archie Lyon

Margery McKenna

Florence Seldin

continued from page 3 Education Reform Consensus Report


